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Every parent wishes for their child to have a healthy life. Newborn screening
programs help make this possible by checking certain health conditions early on.
Among the conditions included in this programme is Congenital Adrenal
Hyperplasia (CAH).

CAH is a group of disorders causing problems in hormone production from the
adrenal glands. These conditions are inherited in an autosomal recessive way -
meaning that only individuals who have two altered copies of a gene are
affected with the condition.

Hormones are important messengers in our body. In CAH, faulty adrenal
hormone production leads to different presentations and symptoms. There are
several forms of CAH and the most common form is 21-hydroxylase deficiency,
which affects about 1in 10000 to 20000 people in the world.

Although CAH is a lifelong condition, with early screening and diagnosis,
standardized treatment, and regular follow-ups, most children with CAH can
grow, study and work normally, and lead fulfilling lives. This practical handbook
aims to provide families with a clear understanding of CAH. As each child’s
symptoms may differ, the following sections focus mainly on the most common
type — 21-hydroxylase deficiency CAH.
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T4 2CAH? Whatis CAH?

BLERUFERN LS B—1MEFERAR (KRRE - BEE
B-MER)NTI 1o CAHREATIMIBEERBWELEF 4
EOITREREM) (BI21-721LER) B 7 0] » SEANSHEE - M
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XM ESHRIFUERS LIRESHIE - AM > BFRZ
21-721LEs > BEERMEEREFESHREE - R » XRiBfE
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The adrenal glands sit on top of the kidneys and act as a “factory” that produces
essential hormones (cortisol, aldosterone, sex hormones). CAH occurs because one
“key component” in a specific production line ( 21-hydroxylase enzyme) is faulty, leading
to decreased production of cortisol and aldosterone. The brain’s pituitary gland senses
that there is not enough cortisol and pumps out extra ACTH—a signaling hormone that
pushes the adrenal glands to work harder. This does not fix the cortisol shortage
because the blocked enzyme step prevents normal cortisol production; instead, it
overloads the pathway, causing the adrenals to churn out even more male hormones
(androgens).
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2R EE Cortisol
MFEFESNME - MBFNEEEXREE - EHFERAL XA
R RESReEE BN B AT E M E > MAEFIEBARFIKT

Essential for maintaining normal blood pressure, blood sugar and energy level. It
also helps the body cope with illnesses and physical stress.

B2 E)EF Aldosterone

BB THFARKNMY TR - SEBERD WA R > KPHNMEI KR
oK > SEARKFENEIIER o

Helps regulate the body’s water and salt balance. When levels are too low, the

body loses water and salt through urine, leading to dehydration and low blood
salt level.

% 3& Androgen (male hormone)
AT R#BMEIERENRE °

Promote the development of male sexual characteristics

BFHERKRSE > CAHEJLETREBIU TR ¢
Because of these hormone imbalances, children with CAH experience the
following:

) %MK Salt-wasting crisis

L) L BEFE oI B MIBRREME ~ IR0 « AE TR > EERLEEW - SF5HR
KFERR > FFENEIfERES ©

Salt-wasting crisis: During the newborn period, babies may present with poor
feeding, vomiting, weight loss, with low sodium and high potassium levels in
blood, and dehydration. This can be life-threatening.

O mEsd s 0ER Symptoms of excess androgen

LHEIRE AN eSS S LR (AFEZEI8K  (AERE » BB SREF
DR AEEFINEIEE LML) - TILBREHTREBIMER A » BEpIIRMAA -
BEFERRKEFRN - EREERREN ST » RFERHNISEUEIREN
Girls may be born with male-like changes in their external genitalia (eg.
clitoris may be bigger, the labia may be joined together and the openings of
the vagina and urethra may be partly closed ). Both boys and girls may have
early pubertal onset, and have bones that age too quickly with a fast growth
spurt during childhood. Without proper treatment, they may end up shorter
as adults.
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There are different severities of enzyme deficiency leading to a wide
spectrum of clinical presentation:
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MK ER Classic salt-wasting CAH

BF21-ZLETERZ » FANKLESEREEKFHBPERFE o B)LOTEE
T2 BENABRKER » FREN TR REFEER - LEHENIR
REL ISV ETESS B IE1LBYIBINR o

Severe enzyme deficiency - this leads to greatly reduced cortisol and
aldosterone levels. Infants may experience salt-wasting crisis and require
lifelong replacement of cortisol and aldosterone. Girls may also be born with
male-like changes in their external genitalia.

BB MLE Simple virilizing CAH

BF21-ZCBEPERZAN - B)LBORGREKF T > #ARBEAS > B
BERRZEZEERE  AUESHB)LER) BMAIBIRBRLER - AT > B
THRRERRLS @ JREFBEMEFANRI -

Moderate enzyme deficiency - there is reduced cortisol production and excess
androgen levels, but aldosterone deficiency is not as severe, so most infants do
not experience a salt-wasting crisis. However, excess androgen may cause
early puberty.

JEL2888Y Non-classical CAH
BF21- R LBRZREE » IEREERE
Mo RZEIENRAFTEHRELII S HR -
ROOKRIM - IO EZOTRELIAERZ - A
ZAMERNRZZEXE ; SENWITERBLH
AERBTHEEFAR °

Mild enzyme deficiency - Symptoms are
usually mild, with presentation in childhood
related to excess androgen levels. For example,
girls may have excess hair growth, irregular
menstruation, or difficulty conceiving, while
boys may have early pubic hair and acne.
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#EILMHE - EondHE—BIRIPMN

Newborn screening - The First Line
of Protection

HICAHBIFE)LIFE » EEEE « LIBREKIFZ A KN o ﬁtlﬁfﬁ*ﬁi}k‘i
22)LB9LTEMAR » HTHRN - UFIETRLEHERKF (LHZ17-0HP) 25

S - MELRIMMUERELR) LEECAHBXLKRS » ﬁ-ﬁET’EL—*fEﬁlp'riB’\Jm
T - BB RRHRFAINE - BEERRN > LIEIASHFRCAHEYIZET o
Newborn screening for CAH is implemented in many places around the world,
including Hong Kong, Shanghai etc. It involves a quick check of a few drops of your
baby’s blood to see if certain hormone levels, especially 17-OHP, are unusually high.
A positive screening result means that the baby has a higher risk of CAH and needs
further confirmatory tests. The medical team will arrange detailed investigations,
including a genetic test, to confirm or rule out CAH.

ERLEZLIFRAIRE MR
o> B LI E oI RER AR T
CAH o BEHIMERLIBVEIR > EIT
BB R #H 1T IR KRR -
HESER D » LUHBHEIL o
In rare occasions or in milder
cases, CAH may not be detected
through newborn screening.
With symptoms suggestive of
CAH, the medical team will use
blood and urine tests, as well as

genetic analysis, to make a
definitive diagnosis.




B=853 Part 3
PHEREIRS8TT : SZRFHFRIAK

Stage-specific Management:
Growing Together with Your Child

—BW2CAH » RIIENFIETTT © FA160ETTBinE | TERRRE - IFIE 269
ENEEI YA FTER Z BYRER » M S BVEERR BN FRRMK o

Once CAH is diagnosed, treatment should start immediately. Our treatment goal is:
"replace what is lacking, suppress what is excessive". In other words, we use
medications to replace the missing hormones while suppressing the high levels of
androgen, thus allowing the child to grow normally.

BTN EELAYBEIE Main Medications

. S{LEIeo Hydrocortisone
ATFHTTE LIRTERIEH R FRES o

Replaces the cortisol hormone that the adrenal glands are unable to make.

EL@EIURSHENEY) » RBERS EREBUMER (ACTH) KF 5 i#
DI EMHRNTE - FMPBXRPIE —HIN L ENNEIERE B 0 R
HEASBEHIRERANIAR o

Doctors often use a higher dose to lower the ACTH levels, which helps cut
down excess androgen and prevent problems like male-like genital changes in
girls, or early puberty and fast-aging bones in both boys and girls.

BT S o] AU L H 25 B B 3 £ K BY )

. o
Fhs/) AL LEERTILE - \ Y
Hydrocortisone has the least effect on °e

growth suppression among other steroid
options, making it the first choice for
children.

BRFEMRA3-ARX -
Taken 3-4 times a day.
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0, A S 98942 Fludrocortisone

BT 438 LRRTEHSHIEEEET
Replaces the aldosterone hormone that the adrenal glands are unable to
make.

EBNEIHARBRRS (FH51F) BIESE KT » HREME °

Helps maintain normal electrolyte (sodium and potassium) levels and blood
pressure.

BRFERA-2R -
Usually taken 1-2 times a day.

0, KBRLIBSEFNHERL

Most infants need extra salt supplements

. “EJ%H& Stress Dose Hydrocortisone

EBRFRR - BF - HITFARN » BIUIBNSLETBIMRBYFIE (B 7 E M
80692-318) > UFH'S LRRER EMEME/EMmIE/hR) XE - BIVESETY
B REHE RS TERN X A5 UAREER TAIRZR L BIIFR
During stressful situations such as fever, infection, or surgery, hydrocortisone
doses must be increased (usually 2-3 times the normal dose) to prevent an
adrenal crisis (low blood pressure / low blood sugar / coma). Always discuss
and make a clear “stress dose” plan with your medical team.

. SHERBIEFALLT Genital Surgery

HAETESE B QOIREREK « FAEREE) BIRMR)L - FHEARREIRRR
Tl > BREERKAISARBNERIIEFANRERM

For female patients with male-like external genitalia (such as enlarged clitoris
or labial fusion), patients and parents should consult the surgical team about
the best timing for corrective procedures, once metabolic control is
stabilized.




JBYT B 5N Monitoring during treatment

EBRFE E/EHHEI’JEM ENEKER - SERABHNMERL - 1t > EF
HITIRICE L SN B AR B SERK T (B 17TOHPREEMER) » HEEHHTE
WIS Eﬁﬁ/nrx&%E% @

Your child will need regular follow-up visits to monitor growth, pubertal
development, and blood pressure changes. In addition, blood tests are required to
check electrolyte and hormone levels (including 170HP and androgen). Bone age

assessment should also be performed regularly to ensure that treatment remains
effective and appropriate.

—/\I

B REYRNIEKRESR - S2AZE 1A EN—R
Close monitoring according to clinical condition in the early treatment phase:
every 2-4 weeks

BRRER » N3~41TBENl—=R

Once stable: around every 3 - 4 months

ETESIRIBIRRF R - HEENEIRE

The frequency of monitoring may be adjusted as per clinical need
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Key care points in different stages of life l ‘ =
=

T
22)1/%1) LEA Infant/Toddler period

ERETHBFERBD SEXKDIERRK - EEREVIENY) LOEK ~ MfE
BREATHRARKT - REEZRFREENTIFE » NERIRFIERFIR « &
0~ BROK ~ BEEE - EESERFHENR » ARFRE -

The main focus is to prevent excessive loss of salt and water from the body.
Doctors will closely monitor your child’s growth, blood pressure, electrolyte
balance, and hormone levels. Parents are the child’s most important caregivers
and should learn to recognize warning signs such as poor appetite, vomiting,
dehydration, drowsiness, or even coma, and seek medical attention promptly.

JLEH] School Age

REIEBERNFIRE » ASEREMRTDE (WBERANNZAER) » &
& FIERS5AEE

Focus on supporting normal growth and learning needs. Maintain good
communication with teachers regarding the child’s daily medication and
emergency management. Encourage participation in regular physical activities to
promote a healthy and balanced lifestyle.

H&H) Adolescence

KEIFEHHE BRNSS T ARMHOERS > BPHRFERHEESC
%R - SEHNEARIELIESTREEEESRAIRE - AtEFERE R
HFEMENNSE > HKFERABRBATE -

Pay attention to the progression of puberty, bone age, and height changes, while
also providing psychological support to help the child understand and manage
their condition. Hormonal changes during this stage can make disease
management trickier. Therefore, the medical team will arrange more frequent
follow-up visits and adjust medication dosages as needed.

ERMERNFTVERMFERE > AIZERICTORBARNERAEEE > 1008
[E#2# (Prednisolone) S #thZE K+ (Dexamethasone) » LU= B IRZGREK ©

For adolescents and adults who have completed growth, the doctor may consider
switching hydrocortisone to a longer-acting steroid, such as prednisolone or
dexamethasone, to reduce the number of daily doses.
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FIEERSES o .
Reproductive health and .
Lifelong Follow-up '

452K Reproductive health

>t Tt B E Female Patients

mHRE 2O TIL T E-EAF0INBINeE - SBMBLXAMN ~ SEIDE
I~ EEFRZ - KEIRENARIEHBEREFTENOES o 1T RIEIRAT
ERZHTRN SN > AESFREN (RS ~ 138 - BF) HREESTH
EITAE

High levels of androgens can affect the hypothalamic-pituitary-ovarian axis,
causing irregular menstruation, polycystic ovary syndrome, or even infertility.
Maintaining good hormone control over long term is the key to preserving
fertility. Before planning a pregnancy, you should consult a multidisciplinary
team (endocrinology, gynaecology, and genetics) for individualized care.

>t B2 E Male Patients

W BECTREMEBANE LIRFERE > KWFHEFINEE > FIUFTEHHITE
HBERINE o

Some may develop testicular adrenal rest tumors (TART), which can
potentially affect sperm production. Regular testicular ultrasound
examination is recommended.

£ 5 157 5 pX £ 884F Lifelong monitoring and transition to adult care

BEFRARAG > BEEBERARAD SR EERERHESEHE - XEEEHE
MEREAEHIOR (FI0ME « MBS BEBEER) ~ BEKTF » UREFEDEITFG -
EE0TH AT KRR » HERFBARS DR -

As your child enters adulthood, they will transition to lifelong monitoring with an adult
endocrinologist. This includes regular checks for metabolic health (like blood pressure,
blood sugar, and bone health), hormone balance, and reproductive function. Staying
active helps prevent long-term health issues and promotes overall physical and mental
well-being.
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15§ &if) Genetic Counseling

CAHR—TPEREARIMEELR > SREBE TR MHENCYP2IA2ER (—MRBER
¥ —PREER) > SEUFEFEFRFTNBMERRE - WR—WERAPRE—NE
TEE > wNWRITNERETE - FBEERRIE -

CAH is an autosomal recessive disorder. A child develops the disease only when they

inherit two abnormal CYP21A2 genes — one from each parent. Individuals carrying only
one abnormal gene are called carriers and show no symptoms.

4 )
BRINRBHEZCAHNEEEFE > I IBRFENBRF (FIBRO)EE
If both parents are carriers of a CAH gene mutation, for each pregnancy
(regardless of the child's sex), there is a:

7’.\/:‘ 3 X & Parents ‘) (g‘h

F %z Children

25% (BN 2 —) W KRBEE TENERNER > E1RFCAH ©

25% (1in 4) chance the child inherits two normal genes and does not have CAH.
50% (BN 2 —) INSEET — 1" ESERN—FTER » N5RXRB—HE
FEREFE

50% (1in 2) chance the child inherits one normal and one abnormal gene, making
them a carrier like the parents.

25% (ENEUS 2 —) N REER T ANMREER » BACAHEE °
25% (1in 4) chance the child inherits two abnormal genes and is affected by CAH.j

\_

CAHBEENEZFRANHMESRELBESHETCAHREEREX - @it > CAHEE
RERAFIHTHES » BIHTRE S » TREANERZIZHESEE °

For patients with CAH, the risk of the child being affected depends on whether the
partner carries the abnormal gene. Therefore, genetic counseling is recommended

during family planning to understand the risk to future children and to consider
prenatal genetic diagnosis.
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iIRAREYIZER S B TT
Diagnosis and treatment
during pregnancy

WREBE—NBECAHNEKTF > SIUZ BER10-11FA#ITHEREUFNZ12-147)#
TFERZRIENE » #ITIEIREAISE » T{EA) LR S B% - XM F ARG ZIBEHIENR
FERE o b5 - AREAESE LTI ~INZEPO0 > BIE R#ITEL 2R
M (NIPT) » EDMEHAI&R P2 EAS) LBIDNA » KR ER) L2 S B °

If you have one child with CAH, prenatal diagnosis can be performed — chorionic villus
sampling at 10-11 weeks or amniocentesis at 12-14 weeks — to check whether the
fetus has CAH. Both procedures carry a small risk of miscarriage.

In addition, at highly specialized prenatal diagnostic centres, non-invasive prenatal
testing (NIPT) may be considered. This test uses a sample of the mother’s blood to
look at the baby’s DNA and check if the baby may have CAH.

ERe)LHAIZEBEBCAH » EfTEPACTRERTE
REEZ6E L T ABEELY) (W0t ERK
m) > M EZEN LIRS BB MENE
LIRS ™ B12E - BT EIERBEIT
ZMHAEEHIBARE » IiafT B AKREFF
YaF RERIESNA © PAT » XBUETr 5 ATE
EF LMEFESN > HIRLEEEHRR
RS AL > WERFERR « S M/EFD
AEBNF - AtFHZNESEB~HE
Tr EIBAMFABITE6 7 B9FI 5K o

From around the 6th week of pregnancy, the medical team may prescribe a steroid
(dexamethasone) to reduce the risk and severity of male-like changes to a baby girl's
genitals if the fetus has CAH. This treatment must start early because genital
development happens very early in pregnancy. However, this practice remains
controversial and may carry side effects for the mother, such as gestational diabetes,
high blood pressure, and weight gain. The potential benefits and risks should be
carefully discussed with the obstetrics team.
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CAHBITBYF# B
New Horizons in the
Treatment of CAH

EFEFR > ARARZECAHBBT FEIE 7 U TRIRMEHE :

In recent years, researchers have made strides in the management of CAH:

é
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RS ETBIMRHIF

Modified-release hydrocortisone formulations
ERHTEB I MBRBAGRRED MBI EETR > KEEFO9ES] o
Slow-release formula that better replicates the natural cortisol production
rhythm in the body, leading to improved control

SERINFIR S ERRRZ BUAER (ACTH) =4
Targeting ACTH production
B TRESERBRKT » HRDRBEAVIFE

Helps reduce excess androgen levels and lower the required medication dose

ERJTE (MM ER R RS E)
Gene therapy (still experimental at this stage)

BRBHAFEBOCYP2IA2ERIRARNR » #BhE LIRIKE S K B2
5 B2 EER6YTHEE o

Gene therapy for CAH uses a viral vector to deliver functional copies of the
CYP21A2 gene into the body, enabling the adrenal glands to properly make
cortisol and aldosterone.

HXEHHMOETER > JUNCAHEE
R BREM - DALBYBTT - Ll
EZ[EKINRER -

improved, more personalized care and

V.
These innovations bring hope for %

better long-term outcomes for people
with CAH.
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Key messages for parents

CAHBYERRILWN—17 B HM) > MIETRI) - EREBEETEM « EBURERILLE
o FREXIRBFRRE » RRMAMK ©

Taking care of CAH is like a “marathon”, not a “sprint”. It takes teamwork between the
medical team, your child, and the family to help your kid grow up strong and happy.

BEEENETEMM » FSMNRFRIFBERENXR
O

Trust your medical team and chat with them often to stay on the same page.

O BEERRTFUNAGHR  BSEERETCREATRE  HTFELNSAE
EEEE
Jot down your child’s medication, growth updates, and any discomfort, and
share this information at check-ups.

O mEEReK > FHIL BT TRE CHRROMBENRHE o

As your little one grows, slowly explain their condition and medicines in
simple words.

O ZERFHLERR; DERRSSHRERNEE > T
BMOXIFFOZH
Watch their emotional well-being too; mental health is just
as important as physical health and needs your support.

O WRFREKEMEEGOER > RIEAT) S HEHIXH RN -
MR E NS ETT B D ZFITIE o
If you notice anything new or come across helpful

information about the condition, feel free to reach out to
the medical team.

B ERm > it ZFERE - RAENFEPIRRMEK c H<BEINEE
FESE » JWBTHRIEBEE o LT —EEF » IERFHIRREREN!

Love and care help your child bloom and thrive in a healthy, caring
environment. Our trust and teamwork make all the difference in treatment.
Let’s team up and keep going for your child’s bright future!
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